MAGH – Josh Aleri 
Stepping into gates part 12: – The man, The priest, The king 
Pre-sermon declarations
· Psalms 118:24: This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it.
· Greetings, thanksgiving, acknowledgments.

1. Prayer point 1 
· Thanksgiving Psalm 100
1Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.
2Worship the Lord with gladness;
come before him with joyful songs.
3Know that the Lord is God.
It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
4Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and praise his name.
5For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations
· 

1. Introduction 
The man 
· Luke 18: 1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;
· Proverbs 24:10 If you falter in a time of trouble,  how small is your strength!
· Zechariah 4:6  - So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.
· 1Thes 16 – 18 
·  16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
· Phillipians 4: 4 – 7
·  4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
· Mathew 4:4  Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’
The priest 
· Leviticus 6:13 - The fire must be kept burning on the altar continuously; it must not go out.
The king
· Kings send decrees and some of them could be divine or through ignorance and or arrogance and there are consequences.
· Example: After Saul failed to listen to God. God rejected him.

1. The situations. ‘’prolonged delay’’
· Many at times we experience delay in our lives this could be 
· a sickness, a job, a family member, a pressing issue – and sometimes we still don’t see change and can be in a very distressful place.  
· Sometimes – the issue can even be getting worse as we continue praying.
· This prolonged delay and excruciating situations can cause great distress and can even impact on our faith, cause health problems or even stop praying 
· 
1. What do you do in such situations? 
· The man – The priest – The King
· Strengthen yourself – Inquire of the Lord – Release the correct decree

1. Fire scriptures
1 Samuel 30:6 - 6 David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of his sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God. (NIV)
6 And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God. (KJV)
7 Then David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of Ahimelek, “Bring me the ephod.” Abiathar brought it to him, 8 and David inquired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue this raiding party? Will I overtake them?”
“Pursue them,” he answered. “You will certainly overtake them and succeed in the rescue.”
1. Example David experienced delay
1. How do we strengthen ourselves in the Lord? Before inquiring of the Lord
a) Ephesians 6:18 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.
· Jude 1:20 20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,
b) True worship – John 4:24 Ephesians 5:17 – 20 
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· True worship is at a point of surrender to the Lord.
· True worship – It is easy to worship when things are going on well. However, have you found true worship in times of adversity? 
· It is difficult but true worship at this point should lead you to gratitude 



c) Psalms 150
1 Praise the LORD.[a]       
Praise God in his sanctuary;  (where)
    praise him in his mighty heavens.  (where)
2 Praise him for his acts of power; (why)
    praise him for his surpassing greatness. (why)
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, (How)
    praise him with the harp and lyre, (How)
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, (How)
    praise him with the strings and pipe, (How)
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, (How)
    praise him with resounding cymbals. (How)
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. (Who) - 
Praise the LORD. (What)

1. The manner of praise in Psalm 150 is: 
· What 
· The where (Place and time)
· The why – He surpasses any situation
· The how – requires a particular structure or organisation, from a point of gratitude, faith, assurance
· Who = The man, the priest,  the King – We have the same breath as God and Christ
· Genesis2:7 Then the Lord God formed a man[a] from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
· Job 27:3 - As long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my nostrils
· Job 33: 4 The Spirit of God has made me;  the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
· John 21 – 23 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

d) What is this breath?
· The breath of God is life
· The breath is in you? 
· The breath of life is the holy spirit
· Let it come out
· Let the WORD of God come out
· John 1:5 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome[a] it.
· [bookmark: _Hlk205959585]Mathew 4:4  Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’
· Mathew 6:11 11 Give us today our daily bread.


1. Which is a casual-effect – Breakthrough of the power of God moving in a mighty way 

· As you soak in true worship day-by-day - you move higher and away from the problem 
· The priesthood is developing gradually
· You start mounting wings
· Isaiah 40:31 but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles;  they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.

· When an eagle is attacked by the snake it lifts it higher to the point the snake dies. 
· Lift the issue higher in praise and worship until you suffocate the snake. 

1. The gratitude of the Priest
· Keep serving in the church or ministry God has given you. 
· As you continue to strengthen others the Lord backs you and strengthens you
· Unite with the body of Christ
· The Lord will speak eventually

1. The king – you will be able to release a decree that is backed from God. 

1. Conclusions 
· May you find a posture of a man, priest and a King in that situation. 
· Be strengthened in the Lord your God, for you shall in inquire and decree his word in Jesus Name. Amen Amen. 
· Praise God! 
· Amen and thank you
· Back to Pastor Lakers
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